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to distinguish between cases of this disease and those in which Ithe urine becomes temporarily sanguineous, as from renal ,,
calculus.

Dr. CLARK did not agree with Dr. Greenhow in regarding
the disease as of dyscrasic origin, nor could he for a moment
admit that the kidney had nothing to do with its pathology.
Albuminous urine of high specific gravity, containing blood-
corpuscles, ’either in their original or in an altered condition,
could not, he thought, be the product of a healthy kidney. If
he were asked to state what the nature of the organic changes
in the organ was, he would say, the rigor by which the attack
commences indicates sudden suspension of the function of the
skin, and retention in the blood of excremental matter. On
this condition of collapse congestion of the kidney and inter-
stitial extravasation of blood follow, ae the result of which
casts and albumen appear in the urine. Dr. Clark would not
for a moment deny that there might be in patients subject to
intermittent hsematuria an antecedent condition indicated by
the tendency to oxaluria, which determined the character of
the attacks, and might perhaps be called by some a dyscrasia ;
but what he wished to insist on was, that the change observed
in the urine during the attack itself, could be much better ex-
plained ,ts a result of capillary congestion of the kidneys than
as the consequence of any temporary alteration of the condi-
tion of the circulating fluid. So long as the haemorrhage is
exclusively capillary, there seemed to him to be no difficulty
in understanding why the colouring matter of the blood is
found in the urine as granular pigment rather than in solution.
As regards treatment, he would recommend the exposure of
the patient to a warm temperature, such as that of a vapour-
bath, as the best means of relieving the renal congestion.

Dr. CHURCH and Dr. WILTSHIRE referred to some cases

bearing on the subject under consideration.
Dr. DICKINSON thought it extremely improbable that the

disease originated in any renal lesion, or that the state of the
urine could be accounted for in the manner suggested by Dr.
Clark. He regarded the whole question as in the highest
degree uncertain, but was disposed to surmise that whenever
the opportunity for investigating the disease anatomically
should occur, lesions would be found, if anywhere, in the
liver or spleen.

Dr. SOUTHEY narrated a case of abscess in or about the kid-
ney. The patient had previously suffered from stricture, with
vesical catarrh, subsequently passing pus in albuminous urine.
A deep-seated swelling formed in the left loin, which varied
in size according to the greater or less quantity of pus present
in the urine. Presently a large amount of pus was discharged
after the faeces, and the patient began to suffer from extreme
exhaustion. The tumour pointed, and was punctured; almost
five ounces of deeply-seated pus escaped; later on, symptoms
of dysentery caused much suffering, but after a time the dis-
charge became less, and the general health improved. Even-
tually the opening in the flank closed, and the patient re-
covered, but the bladder was permanently drawn up towards
the left kidney, and there was pain and spasm in micturition.
In the absence of any evidence of caries of the spine, or of em-
bolism, or of renal calculus, Dr. Southey concluded that sup-
puration began in or about the kidney, and the disease was
throughout of a local character.
Mr. SYDNEY JONES referred to a case in which fourteen

days after an operation for lithotomy a patient became fever-
ish, with some abdominal pain, and symptoms of peritonitis.
After death the centre of the disease was a large collection of
pus and urine, connected with calculus in the kidney, and
from the irritation of this abscess the peritonitis had its
origin. He also remembered a case in which, after a perineal
section pus had been evacuated from the loin as if from the
kidney.

Dr. STEWART described a case of hsematuria, with pain in
the left loin, where a swelling formed, and it was supposed
constituted an abscess. After a time, however, the swelling
subsided, and it was supposed either that the pus had been
absorbed, or that it was discharged through the bowels.

Dr. ANDREW CLARK read a report of a case of fibroid
phthisis, the discussion on which was postponed until th
next meeting of the Society. A report of the case will bf
given with that of the discussion.

HUNTERIAN SOCIETY.

THE annual oration of this Society was delivered on Wed-
nesday evening, the 12th inst., at the London Institution, by
J. Braxton Hicks, M.D., F.R.S., John Jackson, Esq., Presi.

dent, in the chair, before the principal members of the Society,
and a considerable number of strangers.
The lecturer commenced his able address by remarking-

probably most of us in our boyhood have watched wave after
wave, tide after tide, dash against the rocky shore, expecting
that so constant and ceaseless a power would soon wear it

away. But we have been surprised that so little effect has
been produced; and after many years, when we have returned
to the spot, we have been astonished to find the rock still
apparently undiminished. Thus it is with us. We are those
waves; that rock is the rock of ignorance, and the great ocean
of human endeavours is ever struggling to break it down.
Wave after wave of human intellect rolls in from the vast sea,
dashing against the rock, only to fall back into the common
tide ; some of these seem but small, others majestically tower
above the rest, rolling on with a force almost divine, and suf-
ficient to overbear all obstacles; yet, notwithstanding all the
varied and ceaseless efforts, the rock stands firm. So at least
appear to be the results to ordinary observation. Let us,
however, look a little closer, examine with care the water-line,
not day by day, but year by year, or, still better, century by
century, and what do we find ? Is there no wearing away of
the solid rock; no erosion which, if continued, will level the
pristine mass ? Yes ! Slowly, grain by grain, inch by inch,
the softer portions are fretted away; and some day the greater
part must fall before the reiterated strokes of the fragile
hammer. Again our yearly wave has dashed against this
rock, falling back into the billows from whence it sprang.
What, we may becomingly ask, has been the result ? Has no
scratch been made on the surface of this our ignorance rock ?
Doubtless many well-directed efforts have been made; and
you can best answer who have sought faithfully the truth, the
whole’truth, and nothing but the truth ; content with finding
the jewel, not fresh from the lapidary, not set in gold, but
twinkling beneath the rude crust within which it ever

seeks to hide. The convictions of my own mind are that,
as a Society, we have not met in vain. Our aspirations have
been practically directed to the consideration of subjects
calculated to alleviate human suffering, assisting one another
in this divine task; and thus have our waves, singly and com-
bined, been washed against the base of the rock which still
bars our entrance to the cave of truth. To-night finds us for
the forty-third time commencing another year of work-hard,
toilsome, yet welcome work. What, I would ask, are the
obstacles which present themselves against a more successful
progress ? One is our defective knowledge of organic che-
mistry, at which few in this country work ; and it is certain
that without a correct acquaintance with the chemistry of
health, we cannot understand the conditions involved in the
term disease. ,What we want in this elementary branch of
our profession is combined effort among chemists, which
should be continuous until true results are reached. It may
be said in reply, that perfection is beyond the attainment of
finite man. True; still it is our duty to ascend as high as
our strength and opportunity permit. Another great obstacle
to progress is want of honesty,-the blinding of truth to suit
private ends ; and akin to this is the want of honesty in
making deductions from facts, the misapplication of statistics,
to which both Dr. Barclay and Dr. Barnes have alluded
with telling effect. There is no greater cause of retardation
than the want of a logical mind. We all need to cultivate
the habit of fairly bringing everything which is presented to
us to its logical conclusion. We are so apt to stop half way,
afraid of the legitimate conclusion, lest it should prove incom-

’ patible with our preconceived notions. A boon would be con-
ferred on the profession at large if the examining bodies would
test candidates on these points. The difficulty of obtaining
data, correct and reliable, is another hindrance to progress.

L Here again combined efforts might prove highly successful.
The machinery of our various societies is ready, and might

; readily collect information, publish it without comment, and
L so place on record facts for reference and for the guidance of

future observers. Surely, this combined committee work, al-
l ready begun, will, if extended, give us in due time a rich
J harvest - remove much debris from the rock of ignorance.
J To rest contented with the present store of knowledge on any

subject is not the least obstacle to growth, and is a fatal
error. Doubtless as the mind advances in sound knowledge
there is with age a growing love of conservatism. Still, let us
guard against contentment; rather let us, like the great Hum-
boldt, live longing for fresh truths. Dogmatic teaching has

- ever been the bane of advancement. It may suit the be-
r ginners, the shallow-minded; but let the really earnest student
. of our profession guard against this fallacy. The dogmatic
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style may exalt the teacher, whilst it fossilises the learner.
In the practice of our profession the individual who thinks
for himself, who reflects and who observes, will now and then
accept something new.fangled; yet is he not an ’unsafe man.’
Neither can it be said that the practitioner who follows the
worn path is always right. The incubus of great names has
prevented much sound advance. He must be a bold man who
doubts. To honour a true worker is both a duty and a pleasure;
and no true worker would desire that his opinions should be
accepted as finality; rather would he encourage further dis-
covery, and the strengthening of the previously ascertained
facts. No labourer among us ever encouraged a continued and
continuous appeal to observation more than the great John
Hunter, whose name we bear. The last sources of retardation
to which I direct your attention is that produced by books. The
worst of these are those provided simply with the object of
giving the amount of information required by the examining
bodies, neither more nor less; they are " milk for babes." Next
to these are the elementary books of young authors, who edit
and re-edit as the various editions are called for, making no or
few additions to the original volume. Thus are they behind the
age and requirements of those in whose hands they are placed.
Our literature would be vastly improved by a good " year-
book," in which all the leading points of growth might be I
collected. These, gentlemen, are some of our hindrances. But
are we to sit down, with folded arms, and rest contented?
No! Your presence here to-night is an earnest of your deter-
mination to force the waves with greater impetus against the
rock, in the assurance that in due time it will yield. We know
that every fragment of God’s truth abounds in gold, and that
by the honest miner many fragments will be hewn, some with
less gold, some with more, but gold in all."
The annual dinner of the Society, under the presidency of

Mr. John Jackson, was held at the London Tavern on the
14th inst. Among the visitors we noticed Professor Owen,
Mr. Gassiot (vice-president of the London Institution), Mr.
Brailey (the librarian), the President of the Medical Society,
and others.
At the general meeting of the Society the following gentle-

men were elected to office for the ensuing year :-President :
Dr. Peacock. Vice-Presidents : Drs. Hess and Fotherby, and
Messrs. Dukes and Corner. Treasurer: Dr. Cooke. For the
Oration of 1869: Dr. Fotherby. Librarian : Dr. Fowler.
Secretaries: Mr. Allingham and Dr. Phillips. Council: Drs.
Barnes, Burchell, Dickson, Braxton Hicks, Kingsford, Sutton,
Williamson, and Messrs. Brown, Bryant, Jackson, Little, and
Maunder.

Reviews and Notices of Books.
Outlines of Physiology, Human and Comparative. By JOHN

MARSHALL, F.R.S., Professor of Surgery in University
College, London, and Surgeon to the University College
Hospital. London : Longmans and Co. i

IT is difficult within the limits assigned us to review a book
of this kind in the way it should be reviewed; and simply
to place our opinion of its merits on record without affording
the reader a fair idea of the subjects embraced in it, and the
manner in which they have been handled, is scarcely an ade-
quate way of dealing with it. There have lately been pub-
lished two books on physiology, designed to answer two per-
fectly different ends. One is strictly an elementary treatise,
in which the facts that are surely known are gathered together,
and the lessons to be derived from them are most perspicuously
expressed. This was intended for schools, and for the infor-
mation of those who would be termed well-educated persons
without claiming to be specially educated. Professor Huxley
has discharged this task admirably.
The present is a work of a far more comprehensive charac-

ter. It is by a man of science for the special instruction of
men of science and students of physiology. As originally
planned, several years since, the author tells us in his preface,
it was of smaller size and humbler pretensions; but it has
evidently grown under his hands, and we may now congratu-
late him on having completed the latest as well as the best
summary of modern physiological science, both human and
comparative, with which we are acquainted. To speak of this

work in the terms ordinarily used on such occasions would
not be agreeable to ourselves, and would fail to do justice to
its author.
To write such a book requires a varied and wide range of

knowledge, considerable powers of analysis, correct judg-
ment, skill in arrangement, and a conscientious spirit. It

must have entailed great labour, but now that the task has
been fulfilled, the book will prove not only invaluable to the
student of medicine and surgery, but serviceable to all candi-
dates in natural science examinations, to teachers in schools,
and to the lover of nature generally.
In the preface the author lays down the outlines of his plan

of arrangement, and the reader has only to turn to this in
order to see what ample stores of information are before him.

, 
Under the head of Anatomy there is a short and clear de-

scription of the skeleton and other parts of the frame, the
cavities of the body and their contained organs ; and the
author proceeds to consider the textures of the body from an
investigation of all the structures met with in the dissection
of the tongue and larynx of a sheep.
The chapter on the Chemical Composition of the several

tissues is very good. Here is a short extract taken almost at

random, which will afford a specimen of the thoughtful way
in which the subject is treated. In speaking of the contained
or essential water, or tissue water, as it might be called, he
says, this

"Also facilitates in an extraordinary manner, by its uni-
versal solvent power, all the requisite and incessant chemical
changes which we know take place, not only in the more fluid,
but also in the most solid parts of the living body. It is pro-
bable also that, just as in certain aqueous solutions of salts or
other substances the water appears often to be chemically
combined with those substances, and not to be a mere solvent,
so, in the changes from the solid to the fluid, or from the fluid
to the solid state, of certain constituents of the body, water
enters into combination with them, or leaves its state of com-
bination with them, in definite proportions at various times.
The vast importance of the chemical play of water in the
living animal body will be fully illustrated as we proceed with
our accounts of its vital properties and actions."

We had marked some passages from the observations in
General Physiology on the vital properties of the tissues, both
because the subject itself possesses a considerable amount of
general interest, and because we thought them very favour-
able illustrations of the author’s philosophical style of writing ;
but we must pass on, and as that style is one which sits very
close to the subject, in selecting an extract we should run the
risk of spoiling it by interrupting that regular continuity of
thought which characterises a well-considered description.

Special Physiology opens with a consideration of motion,
including muscular contractility and ciliary motion. This is

carefully worked out, but what follows is, in our opinion, one
of the best features in the work. Considering how little space
is ordinarily given in our text-books to the subject of Loco-
motion in Man and Animals, we may confidently advise the
reader to turn to the very full and clear description which the
author gives of the locomotive organs, the mechanics of the
body, forms of progression, and locomotion on solids and

through fluids and air, as an evidence of the conscientious way
in which the book has been written. The part devoted to the

: Nervous System contains all the latest researches on the sub-
’ j ect.

We have very little space left for speaking of the second
. volume, comprehending as it does articles on Digestion, Ab-
, sorption, Circulation, Nutrition, and all the vegetative func-
’ tions of the animal machine. We have not, of course, actu-

ally read all these through, but we have examined here and
I there one of them, and they appear to embrace all the newest
. and most reliable information-whether of fact or opinion-
: concerning modern Physiological Science.
l That portion of the volume devoted to the Statics and

J Dynamics of the Human Body contains a vast amount of in


